HOW REVOLUTION CAME              23

the Emperor himself! This highly unpalatable sug-
gestion the polite Chancellor proceeded to make less
unpleasant by the following very ingenious and not
wholly impossible modification. The resignation was to
be a temporary one only; a Regency should be instituted
on behalf of the Crown Prince's eldest boy, a child; a
National Convention should be summoned and a general
vote taken as to the national wishes* If the nation
wanted the Hohensollems, well, then they could come
back; nor could the Entente ever complain again that
the Germans were in the grip of a detested tyranny*

It was a fair offer ; whether the Prince could ever have
made what the Stock Exchange calls " good delivery/'
I do not know. But for a half-and-half suggestion, it had
certain merits; it was easy to grasp, and dramatic.
And had the Hohenzollerns taken the risk and accepted
it, there is some reason to think that they would now
be the greatest, the most popular, the most firmly
seated holders of power in Europe*

It was perhaps fortunate for Germany that the Hohen-
zollerns were born a stupid race; otherwise the German
nation might have missed its chance of setting up a
republic* As it was, the head of the house of Hohen-
zollern caused a sharp telegram to be despatched to his
Chancellor stating very curtly that " His Majesty
must wholly decline to enter into the proposition made
by your Grand Ducal Highness, and considers it his
duty to remain, as always, at his post/* Possibly the